Although we have noticed this work more than once during its progress of publication in parts (which have been issued with exemplary regularity), we do not deem it right to withhold our expression of congratulation from the translator upon the satisfactory conclusion of his really laborious task. It will supply a want hitherto felt of a due exposition of the present condition of German Surgery in this country; for, as Mr. South observes, no standard work relating to this has appeared in English since the publication of Heister's book a century since. In his preface, and incidentally during the work, he speaks somewhat too disparagingly of French Surgery, " with its showy, but somewhat too hazardous operationsbut we are of opinion that not only are English students and practitioners more familiar with this last than with German surgery in consequence of the greater
We may now present our readers with a few specimens of the contents.
Of the Elementary Proceedings of Surgical Operations.?Considering the economy of space aimed at in the " Handbuch," (a principle utterly repudiated by the translator however,) one cannot help being somewhat amused at some of the unnecessary and Germanic details entered into, concisely enough it is true, in this section.
" There is scarcely a surgical operation which can be fully perfected on a diseased body by one single, simple act. All rather consist of several manoeuvres fallowing, according to determined rules, and distinguished by the name of Steps the Operation. One of these is the special object of the operation, and the others must necessarily precede or follow, to effect this object, and bring about the restoration of the patient. The object of the operation is always the same, hut the manner and way of attaining it may be very different, and this difference may consist either in the difference of the several steps of the operation, or of the entire way by which the attainment of the object of the proposed operation may he effected. Hence are not contraindicated, and even often succeed better, in consequence of the less amount of traumatic reaction. In gouty subjects they are dangerous, and in the scrofulous the removal of a diseased part may be followed by the active development of scrofula in some internal organ. The nature of the preparation the patient is submitted to will depend upon the prevalence of any of the above circumstances?according to which we may endeavour to "counteract general disease, raise his powers, depress augmented sensibility, &c. Robust and full-blooded persons should be kept some time on spare diet, and bleeding resorted to if this seems indicated. Great sensibility may be somewhat suppressed by opiates given before, and soon after, the operation.
As , from which it appears that, taking the mean of the results of 300 operations in men, the duration of life was found to have been 3 years 9 months between the appearance of the disease and the operation, and 1 year 5 months after the operation.
In 412 operations on women, it was 3 years 6 months before, 2 years 6 months after the operation. Of 801 cases 117 were operated upon in less than a year after the appearance of the disease, and in 61 the disease was known to have returned. (myotonia, tenotomia) if possible, is the most proper remedy. Between the two ends of the divided tendon which retract, the upper more strongly than the lower, blood is effused, which coagulates and unites with the whole internal surface of the wound, and especially with the ends of the tendon. Exudations of plastic lymph soon occur, particularly from the ends of the tendon, presenting whitish thread-like streaks, running from one to the other, and gradually form a mass resembling fibrous tissue, which is capable of due extension, and sufficiently strong to answer the function of the muscles. This operation is therefore especially indicated under the above-mentioned conditions, if there do not at the same time exist such considerable changes in the bones, and fiom the long continuance of the disease, such a degree of wasting in the muscles and the whole limb, that by the mere lengthening of the muscles, the restoration of their natural position cannot be effected, which, however, it is often difficult previously to determine, and when the causes giving rise to the contraction, gout for instance, still exist. The various objections made to this operation, the repeated shortening of the tendons by the gradual contraction of the newly-formed intersubstance, as observed in every scar, as well as the injury to the natural direction and motions of the part from excessive activity of the antagonizing muscles, are without foundation, and contradicted by the large experience of modern times. The pain and wound are usually slight, and no particular symptoms occur. If in rare cases such be observed, as violent inflammation, with destruction of the cellular tissue, exfoliation.
